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THE BASIC PROBLEMS OF “LU HUNG'S
TEN SCENES OF A THATCHED HALL" IN THE
PALACE MUSEUM

Hsu Fu-kuan

“Lu Hung’s Ten Scenes of a Thatched Hall of the T’ang Dynasty” with a “Note” for
each, which are collected in the Three Hundred Masterpieces of Chinese Painting in
the Palace Museum, Were taken to be works of Lu Hung. There are two epilogues by
Yang Ning-shih of the Five Dynasties and by Chow Pi-ta of the Southern Sung dynasty
as evidence to support this hypothesis. The two epilogues therefore were inserted as
appendices also in the same book. In The Bulletin of the Thirtieth Anniversary of the
Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, 1956, there was published an ar-
ticle, “Notes on the Scroll of Lu Hung’s Ten Scenes of a Thatched Hall,” by Chuang
Seng. He holds that the so-called Lu Hung’s Ten Scenes was a replica of one done by
Li Kung-lin of the Sung dynasty, not Lu Hun's own.

After studying the two epilogues themselves, the author of this article ascertains
that the epilogues were false ones, and the scroll was by an anonymous painter of the
Yian dynasty or the early Ming dynasty, and had nothing to do with Li Kung-lin. From
studying the "Notes”, he draws the conclusion that Lu Hung did not write any such
note. Furthermore, by comparing “Lu Hung’s Biography” in the New History of the
T’ang Dynasty and in view of the fact that painting of landscapes during the T’ang
dynasty had not appeared in a purely colorless form during Lir’s time, he is compelled
to conclude that the scroll was not painted by Lu Hung. There was someone in the
latter part of the T’ang dynasty who, according to Lu's story, forged the scroll and
its “Notes” to eulogize him. It was not until the Northern Sung dynasty that this
mistaken identification began to become popular.



